
SPECIAL ACT 242 
AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF PLAINFIELD TO PURCHASE  

Water Company and all or any part of the franchises, property and equipment employed by 
Wauregan Mills, Inc. in connection with the water supply system operated by said company, 
situated in the towns of Plain-field and Killingly at such time and on such terms as the board of 
selectmen may determine, and thereafter (1) to sell any other person any or all of the franchises, 
property and equipment purchased or used by it in connection with its municipal water supply 
system at such time or times and on such terms as the board of selectmen may determine, and (2) 
to have and operate a municipal water supply system with power to furnish water for household, 
fire, and other purposes within the territorial limits of the town of Plainfield and that part of the 
village of Wauregan within the town of Brooklyn, as defined in number 168 of the special acts of 
1901.  

     SECTION 2. The Town of Plainfield is authorized to issue its general obligation bonds and 
notes subject to the applicable provisions of law and to defray the cost of any such purchase or 
other acquisition and the cost of capital improvements required in connection with said water 
supply system. Such bonds may be issued in one or more series, and shall be serial in form, 
maturing in substantially equal annual installments. The first installment of any series of bonds 
shall mature not later than two years from the date of issue of such series and the last installment 
of such series shall mature not later than twenty years therefrom.  

     SECTION 3. If the Town of Plainfield acquires the franchises and all or part of the property 
and equipment of the Gallup Water Company or the Wauregan Mills, Inc., the management and 
control of all the properties and equipment of the town's water supply system and all sales, 
maintenance and other matters or things connected with said water supply system shall be 
administered by the person or persons designated by the board of selectmen. Any appointee 
under this section shall be directly responsible to the board of selectmen.  

     SECTION 4. The board of selectmen shall establish just and equitable rates or charges for the 
use of the water supply system authorized herein and water supplied therefrom to be paid by the 
owner of each lot or building which is connected with and uses such system, and may change 
such rates or charges from time to time. Such rates or charges shall be sufficient for the payment 
of the expense of operation, repair, replacements and maintenance of such system and for the 
payment of such further sums as the board of selectmen may determine. No such rate or charge 
shall be established until after a public hearing at which all the users of the water supply system 
and the owners of property served or to be served and others interested shall have an opportunity 
to be heard concerning such proposed rate or charge. Notice of such hearing shall be given at 
least ten days before the date set therefor, in a newspaper having a circulation in the Town of 
Plainfield. Such notice shall set forth a schedule of rates or charges and a copy of the schedule of 
rates or charges established shall be kept on file in the office of the town clerk, and shall be open 
to inspection by the public. The rates or charges so established for any class of users or property 
served shall be extended to cover any additional premises thereafter served which are within the 
same class, without the necessity of a hearing thereon. Any change in such rates or charges may 
be made in the same manner in which they were established, provided, if any change is made, 
substantially pro rata as to all classes of service, no hearing shall be required. Such rates or 



charges, if not paid when due shall constitute a lien upon the premises served and a charge 
against the owners thereof, which lien and charge shall bear interest at the same rate as would 
unpaid taxes. Such lien shall take precedence over all other liens or encumbrances except taxes 
and may be foreclosed against the lot or building served in the same manner as a lien for taxes. 
The amount of any such rate or charge which remains due and unpaid for thirty days may, with 
reasonable attorney's fees, be recovered in a civil action in the name of the Town of Plainfield 
against such owners. The Town of Plainfield shall be subject to the same rates or charges under 
the same conditions as other users of such water supply system.  

     SECTION 5. At any time after the Town of Plainfield has authorized the acquisition or 
construction of its municipal water supply system or a portion thereof or any improvement or 
extension thereto, the board of selectmen may apportion and assess the whole or any portion of 
the cost there of upon the lands or upon the lands and buildings in the Town which, in its 
judgment are benefited thereby, whether abutting on said system or not, and upon the owners of 
such properties, according to such rules as the board of selectmen may adopt. Such assessments 
shall be made and collected by the board of selectmen in the manner provided by chapter 103 of 
the general statutes for the making and collecting of assessments for a municipal sewerage 
system by a municipal sewer authority. Liens for delinquent assessments shall arise and shall be 
perfected and foreclosed in the manner provided for delinquent water rates in Section 4 of this 
act. Assessments may be made against such property of the Town of Plainfield and the state of 
Connecticut and such other tax-exempt property in the Town as the board of selectmen may 
determine.  

     Approved, June 15, 1967.  


